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Personal Narrative – Terrifying Paddleboats

Water Displacement

When I was a child, I always intrigued by paddleboats. It fascinated me that you could peddle a boat, just like you would a bicycle, and it would actually move! I was too young to go on a paddleboat by myself, so I would constantly plead with my mother to go on one with me. 

One day we were visiting Frontier Town Theme Park in West Ocean City, Maryland. I was delighted when I discovered that they had paddleboats! After a couple minutes of pleading my Mom caved in and went on one with me. We got into our boat and were doing fine. As we peddled along, we noticed that water was seeping in very slowly through the bottom and getting our shoes wet. We were panicked! We peddled very hard (harder than I’ve ever peddled ANYTHING in my life) and finally made it back. We notified the attendant and he said that he would take care of it. We really were lucky that day! 

Had we stayed in the paddleboat for a prolonged amount of time, we would have eventually sunk. This has to do with the idea of water displacement because the mass of the paddleboat would have become denser than the water outside of the paddleboat. We would have sunk, just as the boat did in Ship of Gold.

